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Synopsis

With more than 7,000 definitions, this book provides a definitive guide to the use of slang today. It
deals with drugs, sport and contemporary society, as well as favourite slang topics such as sex and
bodily functions. In this fully updated fourth edition of the highly acclaimed Dictionary of
Contemporary Slang, language and culture expert Tony Thorne explores the ever-changing
underworld of the English language, bringing back intriguing examples of eccentricity and
irreverence from the linguistic front-line. "Thorne is a kind of slang detective, going down the streets

where other lexicographers fear to tread." Daily Telegraph
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Customer Reviews

Rife with ribaldry, with an amusing contrast between tart words and cool, analytical definitions, this
book may mobilize the censors. A typical entry has variant spelling or wording, geographical range,
meanings, and comments--often guesswork--on tone, nuance, associations, social context, history,
derivation, and related words. Pronunciation is sometimes left unclear. A few slang styles, such as
backslang and pig Latin, are noted. Published as the Bloomsbury Dictionary of Contemporary Slang
in Britain , this work covers Britain, the United States, and Australia well, other English-speaking
areas lightly. The author, a lexicographer, draws from the media and personal observation of such
users of slang as hippies and Valley Girls. Recommended more as a fun reflection of speech in
recent decades than as definitive scholarship.- William A. Donovan, Chicago P.L.Copyright 1991

Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.



A¢a -A“Thorne is a noted British lexicographer, and his book is most useful for collections wanting
the latest in British slang, including bawdy, vulgar, and repurposed words that currently enliven

informal speech.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 ¢Pamela Palmer, University of Memphis, CHOICE

This dictionary’s main concern is current-day slang, chiefly British and then American. Many of the
definitions tell when a phrase came into being and also when it ceased being popular as, say, a
phrase that was last used in the 1950s. Not many slang dictionaries tell when a phrase fell out of
popularity, yet this is a valuable piece of information. In many cases the British use of a slang is
compared to the American use: again, a valuable distinction. While | prefer using the slang
dictionaries that concentrate on American slang, | wouldn’t be without this one: slang jumps from
one continent to another with wild abandon, so it's good to know the differences in meaning

between one culture’s use of a slang phrase and another culture’s use of that same phrase.

Purchased for friend. | thought it just had to do with American Slang, but it included other countries.
She said the introduction was very informative. It may end up being better, more comprehensive,

but her interest was for American Slang. | may not have read the description fully.

Great Book must have and Read
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